The Healthy Schools Act—What’s Mandatory? What’s Voluntary?

MANDATORY COMPONENTS

Education Code provisions of the Healthy Schools Act

Each school district shall annually provide written notification to all school staff and parents
identifying all pesticidal products (with some exceptions) it expects will be applied by district staff or
an outside contractor in the upcoming year, and the Internet address to DPR’s School IPM Program
Web site (www.cdpr.ca.gov). (One way the school district may accomplish thisis by including the
information in written notices it already provides annually to staff and parents.)

Each school shall provide the opportunity for interested staff and parents to register with the school
digtrict if they want to be notified of individua pesticide applications at the school before they occur.

The school district shall post warning signs at each area of the school where pesticides will be
applied 24 hours before and 72 hours after applications. Their placement should restrict uninformed
access to treated areas.

Each school shall maintain records of al pesticide use at the school for four years and make the
records available to the public upon request.

Food and Agricultural Code provisions of HSA

Licensed and certified pest control operators (PCOs) shall report pesticide applications by school
annually to DPR beginning with applications made on or after January 1, 2002.

DPR shadll prepare aschool pesticide use reporting form to be used by PCOs when they apply any
pesticides at a school. PCOs must submit the form at least annually to DPR.

DPR shall establish and maintain a school I1PM Web site that contains information on pesticidal
products, a comprehensive directory of resources describing and promoting IPM practices at schools,
amodel program guidebook, and ways to reduce the use of pesticides at school facilities. It must also
provide the public with information about public health and environmental impacts of pesticides.

DPR shall promote and facilitate the voluntary adoption of I|PM programs for school districts
that voluntarily choose to do so, while it assists all school districts to comply with the new provisions
of the Education Code. For these school districts, the department shall do all of the following:

=>» Establish an IPM program for school districts. In establishing the program, the department shall:

(1) Develop criteria for identifying least-hazardous pest control practices and encourage their
adoption as part of an IPM program at each schodl.

(2) Develop amodel program guidebook that prescribes essential program elements for a school
digtrict that has adopted a least-hazardous IPM program. At a minimum, this guidebook shall include
guidance on all of the following:

(A) Adopting an IPM policy.

(B) Selecting and training an IPM coordinator.

(C) Identifying and monitoring pest populations and damage.

(D) Establishing a community-based school district advisory committee.

(E) Developing a pest management plan for making least-hazardous pest control choices.
(F) Contracting for integrated pest management services.

(G) Training and licensing opportunities.



(H) Establishing a community-based right-to-know standard for notification and posting of
pesticide applications.
(1) Recordkeeping and program review.
= Make the model program guidebook available to school districts and establish a process for
systematically updating the guidebook and supporting documentation.
= DPRshal establish and maintain an Internet Web site as a comprehensive directory of resources
describing and promoting least-hazardous practices at schools. The Web site shall also make available
an electronic copy of the model program guidebook, its updates, and supporting documentation.
DPR shall aso establish and maintain on its Web site an easily identified link that provides the public
with all appropriate information regarding the public health and environmental impacts of pesticidal
active ingredients and ways to reduce the use of pesticides at school facilities.

\VOLUNTARY COMPONENT

It isthe policy of the state that effective |east-toxic pest management practices should be the preferred
method of managing pests at schools and that the state, in order to reduce children’s exposure to toxic
pesticides, shall take the necessary steps to facilitate the adoption of effective least-toxic pest
management practices at schools.

It is the intent of the Legidlature to encour age appropriate training to be provided to school personnel
involved in the application of pegticide at a schoal.

Definition of IPM according to the Healthy Schools Act

Integrated pest management means a pest management strategy that focuses on long-term
prevention or suppression of pest problems through a combination of techniques such as
monitoring for pest presence and establishing treatment threshold levels, using nonchemical
practices to make the habitat less conducive to pest development, improving sanitation, and
employing mechanical and physical controls. Pesticides that pose the least possible hazard and
are effective in a manner that minimizes risks to people, property, and the environment, are
used only after careful monitoring indicates they are needed according to preestablished
guidelines and treatment thresholds.




